The political systems of the 1960s-1980s 
First of all, an analysis of both the circumstances of 1960s-1980s, compared with the ones after 2000 is necessary. Secondly, the political environment, mainly the new party systems will be researched, to find out which are the new ideological and party developments; it is important to see where the parties are nowadays located, from an ideological point of view. Eventually, the current situation of (centre) left and right will come under scrutiny.
The literature is quite vast in what regards the left-right divide in politics. There are several attempts to measure the location of parties on a left-right scale, using different methods. All these analysis had been coded and integrated in databases, which all generates significant literature. Chief among them are the Chapel Hill expert surveys 1 and the MARPOR (Manifesto Project) 2 . Based on expert surveys and manifesto coding, they were 5 followed by a lot of literature. The Chapel Hill surveys were described in Bakker et al. (2015) and also Polk et al. (2017) . On the other hand, the Manifesto Project, since it is based on a longer endeavour, it could generate a longer list of articles and books. Dominant among them are the ones wrote by the MARPOR team, such as Budge et al. (2001) , Klingemann et al. (2006) or Volkens et al. (2013) . Other articles or works, based on these two sources or other ones will be highlighted in this article.
It must be underlined that while all these articles brought new facts and offered several explanation or description on the state of left and/or right, they somehow lack dynamism due to the fact that they are entirely based on program analysis or expert surveys.
Most of them only analyse the position of a party on paper, without taking into consideration electoral campaigns, electoral results, the reaction of the party after some events, such as the British Conservatives or the Austrian Peoples Party, which moved to the right when it comes to policies/attitudes, while staying in the same position or even moving to the left in the recent years. 3 In several cases, analysis showed that a party stayed in the same position on a left-right scale, or even moved in a direction, yet in reality, it had a quite different position. The article discusses the party systems of the democratic countries of Western Europe after 1945, mainly the six which founded the European Union, plus Austria and the United Kingdom.
The left and right during the 1950s-1980s
After a devastating war, the political systems of the Western European countries changed dramatically. Several parties disappeared, so were entire party families. Fascism was outlawed, while communism was better regarded, due to the involvement of communist in the WWII battles. Conservative parties were punished for their closeness to fascism and there were the Christian-democrats who replaced them (Vaida, 2013 The political life was as one would expect after a world war and all sort of extremist movements of the 1930s that is a rather calm one, without political shocks. The notable event of the 1950s were the attempt to block the communist parties to enter the government. 4 The main parties in the political system were the Christian-democrats and the Social-democratic parties. By being moderate right and moderate left, these parties were able to attract a huge number of votes, in some cases even 90% of them, together (see Germany 1965 , 1969 , 1972 , Austria 1956 , 1959 , 1962 , 1966 , in the tables below). What was interesting is that even Social Democratic parties accepted these measures, in some cases being ready to adopt them, while in government.
On the other hand, it was the moment when the baby-boomers joined the political arena and in certain cases they were unhappy with the traditional parties and their offers.
Some of these post-materialist voters were concerned with other issues than their parents, such as world peace, environment protection and others (see Inglehart, 1990 ).
Last but not least, there were the years when economy based on industrial production started to be replaced by the one centred on services. One effect was the decrease in importance of the Social Democratic parties, which started to constantly loose votes as of the 1990s.
It was also the moment the green parties emerged, and in the 1980s they already received enough votes to be accepted as stable competitors. Even the 1980s had turbulent moments, except the arrival of green parties, nothing important happened in the European political systems. Yet, even the two large camps still dominated (the centre right and centre left parties) it was easy to notice that they did not 8 receive the same amounts of votes as one or two decades earlier. Besides the Greens, other parties, which even could not resist more than just few years begun to "steal" votes. 1953 1956 1959 1962 1966 1970 1971 1975 1979 1983 1986 1990 1994 1995 elections instead of more ideologically closer Social Democrats (Bösch, 2004 ).
On the other hand, curiously, those who lost from the fall of communism were the Christian democrats. While being pro-European, the Christian Democrats were fierce anticommunists and could attract many voters sharing the same belief. In other words, Christian Democratic parties were able to keep these voters "captive" just based on the issue of anticommunism. Once this threat gone, Christian democrats had difficulties in mobilising voters only by using the fear of communism. Paradoxically, even they could be named winners of the Cold War as a party family, Christian Democrats started to loose votes right after 1989. 6 In some cases, they voters chose the Green parties, while others moved to the right (Bösch, 2004) . In fact, it was the moment when Christian democracy in general begun to move to the right (in Figure 2 it can be noticed the move to the right, after 1990, of It could be an effect of growing secularization demobilization, the end of Cold War or other events, for the Christian Democrats, the fall of the Iron Curtain for the Communists, or 6 In the Netherlands, CDA had the support of about 30% prior to 1989, and 22% respectively 18% at the first two elections in the 1990s. 
The left and right during after the 1990s
The new millennium brought new developments in the political systems of the Western companions, needed and received European funds, which were lifted from old member states, the EU-15. Not to a large scale, but this also fuelled negative views regarding EU enlargement. Besides the new arrived states, "EU" and "Brussels" were blamed for the new situation by the new emerging party family, the Eurosceptics.
Already at the 1999 EP elections, the Eurosceptics received certain votes, yet under 5% and not disturbing the stable EPP/PES/LIB alliance. So did they in 2004, but it must be underlined that at this moment Front National and UKIP were able to gain 10%, respectively 16%.
At the beginning, the Eurosceptic parties were rather successful only at European parliament elections, where they gained more and more votes, yet, without affecting the decision making neither at European, nor at national level. Union helped these states by using several financial tools, such as bailout programs, loans, and all sorts of economic measures. As far as a left-right divide concern, these events had two main effects. On the one hand, at citizens' level, the general feeling was that taxpayers' money are spent to save countries which cannot follow basic financial rules. On the other hand, facing economic crises, almost all European governments, regardless their political colour, employed strict right wing measures, such as: financial austerity, budget consolidation, cutting spending (even of wages, especially in the public sector), increasing VAT. The short term effect of the all these were the fact that several citizens were affected by the crises and ready to punish those thought responsible. Obviously, they voted against parties in government when they could do so. The winners were not the left wing parties, as it would be logical when speaking about a government that imposed austerity, but the opposition parties, regardless of their ideology. Also it is worth to mention that that in several cases, there were the leftist parties that imposed austerity after 2009 and there were the rightwing parties those who won the next elections. The other right-wing group, the ECR succeeded in coming third being the first party family to surpass the liberals for the first time since 1989. The conservatives received 70 seats, being able, together with the Eurosceptic groups, to push the EPP/SOC/LIB alliance under 65% of votes.
In fact the results of Eurosceptics did not come as a full surprise. Starting with the 2010s, these parties acted electorally better and better, having the means to win elections or to jeopardize coalition formation. 
Conclusions
The objective of the article was to analyse the shape of the moderate right and left in Europe in the recent years, as compared with the same political pair in the 1950s-1980s. For many decades, the two political groups overwhelmingly dominated the political systems of the Western European countries (see Table 1 , 2, 3). In some cases, the two main parties received more than 90% at certain elections. Starting with the 1990s, votes went to other parties, and the two political block could hardly find any solution. The result was that in two decades, they lost more than half of their votes combined (see Table 4 , 5, 6). Another difficulty Social Democrats faced was the change in economy structure that is deindustrialisation. Industry, which once accounted for more than 40% of GDP output in the developed countries, is below 25% nowadays. There are less and less industrial workers, not to mention the fact that the importance of trade unions, once part of the Social Democratic environment, vanished. 1945 1949 1953 1956 1959 1962 1966 1970 1971 1975 1979 1983 1986 1990 On the other hand, the parties of the right had have a somehow better situation. Even they lost several votes and also political importance, in certain cases they still dominate the party systems in which they act (see Germany, Great Britain, and Luxemburg). Yet they had a price to pay. There were the Christian Democrats those who had to transform themselves, in some cases in a profound manner. They abandoned the centre economic policies adopting a rather neoliberal stance. They maintained most of welfare state policies, yet changing important parts of them: decrease of trade unions role, diminishing workers' rights and opening several economic areas. Except few parties, most Christian Democrats moved to the right, nowadays all these parties being labelled as 'Conservatives'.
Moreover, due to pressures coming from the right that is from populist/far-right parties the centre-right ones moved further to the right, abandoned their moderate position. Tables 8a, 8b and It is interesting to notice that regardless the country, in the recent elections voters were in favor of right-wing, even far right parties. Once just exceptions, today these Eurosceptic/populist parties are at the core of the party systems, causing instability and in several situations obstructing government formations. Their biggest problem is that they lost their political power (see table 8c ) and electoral significance. Secondly, on the other part of the political arena, moderate right parties are virtually non-existent anymore. Those who were Christian Democrat or mild Conservatives four decades ago moved to the right, because of electoral or pragmatically reasons. Especially in the recent years, the expansion of far right populist parties forced them to adopt similar messages in order to preserve their voters. Thirdly, the main feature of the nowadays party systems all over Europe, not only in the Western part, is the asymmetric political scene, with several influential parties competing in the right, with few weak parties on the left side. In other words, the whole political spectrum is balanced to the right, and this could explain somehow the political unrest that is so common in Europe. Finally, to answer the question regarding the re-emergence of a political consensus between two moderate parties, one from the left, the other from the right, the answer is rather negative. It is not a valid proposal, at least not until some right-wing parties would return to the centre, and the left ones become significant again.
